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The QIZ Unit presents its compliments to all the QIZ companies, and has the honor to inform you that there are two important issues the Unit has recently monitored, in  which it  would like to be proactive in dealing with them;  to ensure the continued smooth operations under  the QIZ Protocol. These issues are:
The First Issue:

 Some QIZ companies may face some difficulties during customs’ clearance at USA borders due to the lack of knowledge of the documentation requirements of the US Customs & Boarders Protection (USCBP) intended to verify the QIZ origin of goods entering the USA under the QIZ Protocol.  Furthermore, the Textile Production Verification Team(TPVT) of the USCBP conducts annual visits to QIZ Egypt to perform audits on a selected sample of QIZ companies to assess their compliance with the documentation requirements and to ensure that the goods are produced in the audited companies.
Therefore, the QIZ Unit formed a technical team to facilitate the compliance of the QIZ with the USCBP documentation requirements. This is done through the following:
· Simulation of the USCBP TPVT visits: to increase the awareness of QIZ companies about the requirements of the USCBP and the required documentation to be presented; including the origin of the raw material used in the production process and the production capacities of such factories. 

· Increasing the capabilities of QIZ companies to efficiently respond to the requirements of the USCBP. In case of any failure to comply to such requirements due to lack of proper business systems, technical support is offered to the companies, in cooperation with the Industrial Modernization Center (IMC), to identify the weaknesses and take the necessary actions to remedy the situation.

The Second Issue:
· We are witnessing an increased concern of the US authorities and buyers about labor compliance issues in export-oriented garment factories; and in particular pertaining to expatriate labor working conditions, given the historical noncompliance of many of the exporting garments factories worldwide.
The QIZ Unit will deal with this issue, in cooperation with relevant entities, such as the buying offices of major USA buyers, as follows: 
· Increase the awareness of QIZ companies about labor issues and the consequences of any violation of labor rights with the help of the technical team, which will monitor and evaluate the status of labor in QIZ companies. 
· Offer technical assistance on labor compliance issues to the QIZ companies, especially for those pertaining to labor standards’ requirements of the major US buyers. 
Best regards,
Ali Awni

Head of QIZ Unit 
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